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SUBJECT: BOUGAINVILLE AND THE SOLOMONS 

1. PONSEC TONY SIAGURU, WHO HAS BEEN A MEMBER OF THE 
BOUGAINVILLE TASK FORCE IN THE PM'S OPFICE POR MANY MONTHS 
IN ADDITION TO HIS NORMAL DUTIES, TOLD ME AT LUNCH NOVEMBER 
25 THAT HE IS PROPOUNDLY DISCOURAGED ABOUT THE OUTLOOK POR 
BOUGAINVILLE. NOTHING DRAMATIC IS HAPPENING, BUT THERE 

IS A GRADUAL EROSION OP THE GPNG POSITION, HE SAID. HE 
CITED THE ACTION OP THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN SUPPORTING THE 
SECESSIONISTS AND MORE RECENTLY THE DECISION OP BOUGAINVILLE 
BUSINESSMEN TO PAY TAXES TO THE BOUGAINVILLE GOVT RATHER 
THAN THE GPNG. 

2. THE TROUBLESOME ASPECT, SIAGURU SAID, IS THAT NO ONE 
IN THE GPNG IS REALLY POCUSSING ON THE SITUATION. WHEN 
A CRISIS DEVELOPS, VARIOUS PEOPLE (INCLUDING HIMSELP) 

ARE DELEGATED TO WORK ON THE PROBLEM, BUT WHEN THE SITUATION 
RELAXES THEY GO BACK TO THEIR REGULAR JOBS AND NO ONE PAYS 
ANY ATTENTION TO BOUGAINVILLE UNTIL THE NEXT CRISIS. 

3. THE SAD PART OP IT IS THAT, EXCEPT FOR LEO HANNETT AND 
PERHAPS A PEW OTHERS, BOUGAINVILLEANS ARE NOT REALLY 
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EXCEPT EOR THE VERY SMALL HARD CORE, BOUGAINVILLEANS COULD 
BE BROUGHT AROUND TO THE IDEA OE REMAINING IN PNG WITHOUT 
ANY GREAT EEEORT IF THE GPNG WOULD ONLY LOCUS ON THE PROBLEM 
EOR A SUSTAINED PERIOD. 

4. SIAGURU SAID HE DOESN'T EXPECT TO SEE ANYTHING DRAMATIC 
HAPPENING OVER PERHAPS THE NEXT SIX MONTHS, BUT ALTER THAT, 

HE SEES THE DRIFT AS BECOMING IRREVERSIBLE. 

5. HE DOESN'T BELIEVE THAT THE RESIGNATION OE CHIEF MINISTER 
MAMALONI OE THE SOLOMON ISLANDS WILL AEEECT THE ATTITUDE OE 
THE SOLOMONS GOVERNMENT BECAUSE HE BELIEVES MAMALONI WILL 
BE BACK AS CHIEF MINISTER, IF NOT ON DECEMBER I THEN IN THE 
NOT DISTANT FUTURE. HE SAID THAT MAMALONI HAD SAID DIFEERENT 
THINGS TO DIEEERENT PEOPLE ABOUT BOUGAINVILLE, AND THE GPNG 
WOULD BE SORRY TO SEE THE BRITS LEAVE AS THEY HAD BEEN A 
STABILIZING INELUENCE. 

6. COMMENT: UK HIGH COM BAKER TOLD ME A LEW WEEKS AGO THAT 
THE GPNG HAD ASKED HIM TO TELL THE UK GOVT THAT THE GPNG 

WAS UNHAPPY THAT CHIEE MINISTER MAMALONI WAS PERMITTING FATHER 
MOMIS TO USE THE SOLOMON ISLANDS AS A EORUM EOR BOUGAINVILLE 
SECESSIONIST SPEECHES. BAKER SAID THAT HE REPLIED TO THE 
GPNG APPROACH BY ASKING THEM IE THEY HAD EVER TRIED TO REASON 
WITH MAMALONI. 
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